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Not selected....
sounds familiar®?

Sis. Merin Azariah

‘Not selected’ ... sounds fa-
miliar? Acts 1: 24 And they
prayed and said, “You, O Lord,
who know the hearts of all, show
which of these two You have
chosen # to take part in this min-
istry and apostleship from which
Judas by transgression fell, that
he might go to his own place.”
% And they cast their lots, and
the lot fell on Matthias. And he
was numbered with the elev-
en apostles (NJKV). We have
heard and read about Matthias,
the one who replaced Judas Is-
cariot. The criteria was simple-
one who would replace Judas
must have been with Jesus from

the beginning of His ministry il
His resurrection (v:21). Fulfilling
these measures, the new disci-
ple ‘Matthias’ selected; but what
about Joseph named Barsab-
bas? The ‘not selected’ guy, who
missed the chance because the
lot cast was not in his favor. He
too must have been one amongst
the 5000 listening to the sermon
on the mount, must have been
one amongst the 70 disciples
who were sent out, the criteria
of selection by Peter hints to-
wards these facts. Now was the
chance for one of the most loyal
ones to enter the inner circle of
being called disciples of Jesus
- to be named one amongst
the twelve. And behold Matthi-
as selected- Joseph rejected.

But wait...isn't the opposite of
selected x rejected. According
to the English language norms
yes, but Gods norms and rules
are much beyond our language
and beyond what we can com-
prehend. In His dictionary oppo-
site of selected is not rejected, it
just means ‘wait for another op-
portunity’ or ‘this is not fit for you’
or ‘I have something completely
different planned for you'. Imag-
ine if Joseph (Barsabbas) would
take this ‘not selected’ status
as ‘rejected’ status, personally
(like many of us). Wouldn't he
leave the entire Christian frater-
nity, feel ashamed and return to
his old life. | cannot otherwise
imagine that he did so, because
three and half years of walking

with Christ has taught him that
he followed a master who left
99 and ran behind that ONE lost
sheep. He was sure convinced
that God who clothes the lilies,
who feeds the sparrows would
value an ardent follower much
beyond the casted lots. It's just
that he knew this assignment
was for Matthias and not his.
Historians like Eusebius and Pa-
pias mentions about the gospel
works of Joseph (Barsabbas) in
Eleutheropolis (Central Israel),
captured by Nero and later died
as a martyr for not denouncing
his faith in Christ. Joseph did
what he was assigned to do
and finally on that glorious day
will receive the ‘Crown of life’ as
promised in Rev 2:10 ‘Do not

fear.... Be faithful until death,
and | will give you the crown of
life’. Dear ones, Joseph under-
stood his assignment and served
God with his apportioned talents.
He did not consider the tempo-
rary waiting period as setback.
Many a time we face situations
where we expectantly hope to be
selected, our chance to be one
amongst the choir, one amongst
the leaders, one amongst the
stage person. But God says -
Hey that's not what | want you to
do right now, I've got something
else in my mind and you are a
perfect pick for that, so trust Me
on this. Are we ready to accept
that being a part of 70 is still min-
istry, one amongst the 5000 is
still listening to Gods voice and
one amongst the 120 in Mark’s
house is still being filled with the
Holy Spirit — equally. Let this fi-
nal thought sink in: Not selected
in interview, not selected in en-
trance exams, not selected to be
on stage is all okay. Not selected
does not mean rejected, it simply
means Wait- God is still at work.
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